Chemotherapy of Cancer. Stephen K Carter, Marie T Bakowski & Kurt Hellman. pp 350 £8.95 London: John Wiley 1977 In the last decade a quarter of a million substances have been screened by the National Cancer Institute of the United States. This book concerns itself largely with fifty-five drugs that either have been approved by the Food and Drug Administration, or have been filed as investigational new drugs.
The authors who are, or have been, associated with the National Cancer Institute and the Imperial Cancer Research Fund ensure that advances that have been made in the United Kingdom, as well as various other countries, are included.
This book will appeal to all those with a responsibility to patients with malignant disease who require a convenient source of reference to the various methods of treatment in current use in leading centres. The emphasis is on combined modality therapy as wellas chemotherapy, and the results that have been obtained.
VICTOR BLOOM

Editor
Progress in Clinical and Biological Research, vol 9. Membranes and Neoplasia: New Approachesand Strategies. Vincent T Marchesi (ed) pp 286 $35 Alan R Liss 1976 Previous volumes in this series have contained much to stimulate and inform the clinician but the present volume is clearly aimed at the research worker. It contains the proceedings ofa conference sponsored by the National Cancer Institute held in May 1976at Keystone, Colorado.
No one would now dispute the importance of membrane properties in determining the phenotypic characteristics of cancer cells. The papers collected together in this book cover this area in great detail and are divided into five sections, corresponding to the five sessions held at the conference: exogenous factors; receptors; antigens I and II; molecular topography and surface components; and cell adhesion and attachment.
The contributions are largely research papers such as might be found (and, lightly disguised, probably are) in standard scientificjournals. It is however convenient to have them grouped together in this way.They provide fascinating insights into the development of our understanding of the structure and function of membranes both in normal and abnormal cells.As such the book must be required reading for anyone interested in the tumour cell.
BA BRIDGES
Director M RC Cell Mutation Unit
University ofSussex This issue consists of a series of authoritative reviewson topics selected from endocrinology and the respiratory and cardiovascular systems. The chemistry of lipotropins is explained with their structural relationship to adrenocorticotrophic hormone (ACfH), melanocyte-stimulating hormone (MSH) and secretin; but it is perhaps a reflectionof the pace of research in this field that there is no mention of endorphins or enkephalins. The division of function between follicle-stimulating hormone (FSH) and luteinizing hormone (LH) (interstitial cell-stimulating hormone (ICSH» in controlling androgen production and spermatogenesis is analysed. A review of the structure-activity relationships of analogues of thyroxine concludes with the definition of a hypothetical receptor for the hormone.
A comprehensive review of methods for investigating respiratory function provides a practical guide for those designing experiments. This is
